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Durbar attended by the chiefs of the Arab coast who were in
treaty relations with us. These steps made clear to all the world
the position of exclusive influence claimed by Great Britain in
the Persian Gulf and her intention of defending it.
About the same time Russia actively intrigued in Tibet.
Various hostile acts were committed by the Tibetans on their
frontier with India; and when the viceroy sent letters to the Dalai
Lama, they were returned unopened. Meanwhile a Tibetan
Mission to Russia was received by the Tsar and his foreign
minister. In December 1904, after giving notice of their inten-
tions to Russia, the British government sent Colonel Sir Francis
Younghusband to Tibet as a negotiator accompanied by an
armed force. He carried out his mission with great skill; fought
his way to the Forbidden City of Lhasa (3 August 1905); im-
posed a treaty securing the trade intercourse and exclusive
political influence, which Great Britain desired; and returned
leaving Tibetan feeling much friendlier than when he came.
Controversy subsequently arose between Younghusband and the
then Indian secretary, Brodrick, because in certain points, about
which undertakings had been given to Russia, Younghusband's
Treaty conflicted with the official instructions, which had not
fully reached him till it was signed. It was an error of judgement
on his part; but the Balfour government thought it essential to
Britain's good faith to throw him over. With the rectifications
thus held necessary, the Treaty was ratified by Great Britain,
Tibet, and China, and ended British anxieties in that quarter.
Younghusband was eventually solaced with the K.C.I.E., at the
instance of King Edward, who admired and championed him.1
The Anglo-French Agreement of 1904 entailed several ces-
sions of territory, but led to one important extension. This was
in the Malay peninsula. The Convention regarding Siam gave
Great Britain a free hand to the west of a certain line, and in
virtue of this she proceeded in the course of a few years to double
her Malay possessions. This was a not unimportant step in the
development of what soon after became perhaps the most suc-
cessful of her tropical colonies.
1 Sir Sidney Lee, King Edward VII, ii (1927), 369-71; cp. Dr. Gooch's account
in The Cambridge History of British Foreign Policy, iii (1923), 327-8.